AFRIKARA means the divine light of Afrika
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Reimagining
work
and land

In an attempt to restore harmony between people and
the land, Aletta Venter is going against the status quo

when it comes to land ownership and labour relationships.

She spoke to Glenneis Kriel about this journey.
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oon after she had started farming at
Hoekiesdam near Wolseley in the Western
Cape, Aletta Venter realised that fraditional
commercial productive practices were

not going to work for her or the 38,5ha farm.

“My father, Barend Venter, bought the farm
after refiring as the edifor of a community
newspaper in 1995. But it had little water
and was considered too small to justify
commercial production,” she says.

These limitations did not bother him much,
as he regarded Hoekiesdam as a place to
retire on. She, on the other hand, had obtained
a degree in agriculture at Stellenbosch
University and always dreamt of having a
farm with cattle and horses in the Kalahari.

“Wolseley isn't the Kalahari, but you have
to work with what you have,” she says.

Venter tried to restore the severely neglected i i i i
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there, she shifted her energy to dairy cattle, sheep .
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found it challenging living in the same space as
her parents. So the two went overseas for a year-
and-a-half, visiting and working at dairies in
Ireland and New Zealand. The experience showed

them that it was possible to do things differently. = =

Venter was particularly impressed by a j y"’ ‘
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these issues became mainstream market concerns. i £



the intercomnectedness of the spiribual and
phrysical world. His lectures were in reactiom

to the highly mechanistic view of nature thiat
started taking hald in the early 20th cenduary
amnd that led to the development of symthetically
produced fertilisers and pesticides.

“Steiner was the frst to view a faromm as a
halistic and self-snstaiming organism that thrives
through biodizrersity, the integration of crops
armd livestock, amd the creation of a dosed loop
systemn of fertilifty, the idea being that nothing
should go to washe om a farm, ™ explains Venfer.

Aldlomg with this came awareness of the way
in which cosmic forces, such as the position
of the moon and planets, are belisved to
weeding and the application of comp-osi.

Steiner also developed a et of homeopatiic-
like preparations o help build a farom’s innate
immune syshemn, fertilify and “wital forces”.

“The energy was amazing, and I instantly knew
they'd found the missing ingredient,” she recalls.
She was even more delighted to learn that
there was a biodynamic association in South
Africa, with one of the movement’s pioneers,
Jeanne Malherbe, living in Wellington,
about an hour’s drive from Wolseley.

A NEW ERA
After a bumpy start, with Malherbe peppering
Venter with many questions during their first
meeting to discern her true intentions, the two
became close friends. Malherbe was Venter’s
mentor for the remaining seven years of her life,
and Venter spent much time with her on her
farm Bloublommetjieskloof to learn everything
she could about biodynamic production.
Venter explains that biodynamics is rooted
in the work of the scientist and philosopher
Dr Rudolf Steiner, who in the 1920s presented
lectures to farmers that created awareness of

if it were accompanded by the social ansd
economic primciples introduced by Steiner.

“It didmT fieel right to hawe all this beaaiifnl
land and productive pofential only o ooyself
The omly pecple benefiiting from if were mye and
my rich cliends in Cape Town,™ Venter explains.

In the bigger scheme of things, she also
mallsedihatmammgﬁ:l ﬂLa:ng;ecm:ld only be

“Something is imfrinsically wrong with a society
where landowners make vast sums of mvoney
from the lab=oar of people, who hawve o work
themselvwes to the bonme to make ends meet, ewem if
the owner generates a thousand jobs,” says Venter.

The tradifional capitalist syshem has come under
Are in recent vears for being oo exploitive and there
hamwe been calls for it o be revised to take the social
and enwvironmental consequences of prodhection
imfo account. Yet inm the 152005, Steiner was already
criticising capitalist models for beingg out of towuch
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TRUE ECONOMICS Amongst other things, he called fora

Venter started implementing biodynamic re-evaluation of fundamental economic concepts,

principles while cultivating vegetables such as land, labour and capital. He argued that

and herbs and farming dairy cattle, sheep, land should not be seen as a commodity, buta

pigs and chicken at Hoekiesdam in 2002, common heritage that in a wider sense belonged to

upon her retumn from New Zealand. all, including future generations. As such, nobody OPPOSITE PAGE:
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university, the knowledge was completely useless be entrusted to those individuals or groups who for meat production,

when it came to free-range production. I had to were most capable of using and looking after it. as they are hardy and

relearn everything. For one, we had a terrible Labour and human creativity, in addition, ﬂ“r:f ut:'mde&'m“maﬁc

problem with poultry lice. I fixed it through were viewed as sacred gifts that could not be S iy

the use of garlic and herbs, but it required a priced. What has a price, instead, are the fruits BELOW LEFT:
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